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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
Scanning, rule out cancer, R/O cardiopathology, positive for coccidia and round worms. 
Meds:Dasaquin, Sentinel spectrum, Bravecto 
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        WBC 5.6 (5.8-16.2) Amylase 318 (337-1469) +rounworm 
and Coccidia, USG, 1.004 not first am urine 
 
ULTRASONOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE BILATERAL STIFLES 
 
LEFT STIFLE 
 
Mild anechoic effusion is seen in the supra- and infrapatellar recesses of the left stifle joint with mild 
synovial membrane thickening consistent with mild synovitis. No significant periarticular 
osteophytes are identified. 
 
The cranial cruciate ligament appears intact, continuous with normal delineation, fiber pattern and 
echogenicity.  
 
The medial meniscus is in anticipated position with normal uniform appearance and no evidence of 
displacement or defects 
 
 
RIGHT STIFLE 
 
Mild anechoic effusion is seen in the supra- and infrapatellar recesses of the left stifle joint with mild 
synovial membrane thickening consistent with mild synovitis. No significant periarticular 
osteophytes are identified.  
 
The right cranial cruciate ligament is continuous and intact. Minimal internal heterogeneity and mild 
thickening are seen. However, overall continuity is preserved. 
These changes are likely secondary to joint effusion and synovitis rather than true ligamentous 
pathology 
 
The medial meniscus is in anticipated position with normal uniform appearance and no evidence of 
displacement or defects. 
 
 
ULTRASONOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 
• Bilateral mild stifle effusion with mild synovitis 
• Left stifle, no structural abnormalities detected, cranial cruciate ligament and medial meniscus 
• Normal right stifle, minimal cranial cruciate ligament heterogeneity and thickening most 
consistent with reactive change secondary to effusion, no convincing evidence of cranial cruciate 
ligament pathology such as partial or complete rupture 

 
INTERPRETATION OF FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The current findings are consistent with mild bilateral synovitis with a slightly more reactive 
appearance of the right cranial cruciate ligament, likely secondary to joint effusion rather than 
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primary ligament pathology. 
 
Clinical correlation is recommended. Conservative management and clinical monitoring are advised. 
Clinical and ultrasonographic recheck can be considered if clinical signs worsen, especially increasing 
lameness, pain on manipulation or instability. Orthogonal stifle radiographs are recommended as 
well to assess complementary bone structure if not performed already. 
 
 

 
 
 
The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided.  
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 
 
 
Nele Eley (Ondreka), DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen/Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology. 
info@sonopath.com  
 

mailto:info@sonopath.com
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